
Thursday 29th November
14.00 Registration and pre-conference workshop  Until 17:00 
 Room: Kete o te Wananga

18.30 Welcome drinks at The Arborist
 166 Willis Street, www.thearborist.co.nz

Friday 30th November
08.15  Registration
08.40  Opening and welcome

09.00 Keynotes on diversity Chaired by Kate Hannah

Merryn McKinnon, Dan Hikuroa and Tze Ming Mok

09.50 Flash presentations

Emma Hudson-Doyle  Communicating scientific uncertainty: ethically helpful or ethically harmful?

Sarah Fraser  Gaming success and communicating science - taking the Climate Adaptation Challenge

Trupti Shetty  Using game simulation to disseminate vision research and connect with the community

Peter Buchanan  Students as science communicators and as communication recipients

10.20 Morning tea 

10.40 Streams
Stream 1:  Engaging Writing in the Everyday with Erica Mather and Kathryn Reeves

Stream 2:  Research Practices - show and tell. Chaired by Rhian Salmon in room Kete o te Wananga

12.30 Open forum: pre-discussion Chaired by Fabien Medvecky

12.45 Lunch + AGM

13.40 Panel on diversity in the media Chaired by Lynda Chanwai-Earle 
Kim Baker Wilson, Carmen Parahi, David Robie and Henrietta Bollinger

14.30 Flash presentations 

Michelle Thunders  Dissection, DNA, Blood and Bugs; no holding back with primary school science teaching accessible to all.

Sara Filoche  Partnerships and spaces: Putaiao and science

Deirdra Mcmenamin  Plastic bag free whanganui inside out bags

Victoria Metcalf  Building community and connections through science

15.00 Afternoon tea 

15.20 Open forum and break out groups Chaired by Dacia Herbulock / Ceridwyn Roberts
 
17.00 Close

18.30 Dinner at The Bresolin
 278 Willis Street, thebresolin.co.nz

@SciComNZ #SCANZ18

SCANZ Conference 2018
Theme: Diversity and Community 
Host: Royal Society Te Aparangi, 11 Turnbull Street, Thorndon, Wellington



PRE CONFERENCE WORKSHOP

MATT WALTERS @Explorpreter

From scientific photography to communication 
design, book publishing to school outreach, 
Matt has a unique and wide ranging role as the 
science communicator for Biological Sciences 
at the University of Canterbury. He teaches 
and supports students and staff to effectively 
communicate their ideas to their selected 
audience(s) across a range of media from 
image to text, presentation to poster. 

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

MERRYN MCKINNON @MezMcK

Merryn started out as a marine scientist, 
but she soon realised that talking to people 
about her science could do a lot more for 
conservation than her project would. She 
moved to science communication and has 
stayed there ever since. Merryn has slimed 
presidents, made children laugh and created 
programs and events to change ideas, inspire 
interest in science and to support pursuit of 
science careers.
She is now a lecturer and researcher in 
science communication at the Centre for the 
Public Awareness of Science at the Australian 
National University. Her teaching and research 
focuses on helping the scientists, public health 
workers and policy makers of tomorrow to 
communicate clearly and with influence, and 
identifying ways of creating meaningful public 
engagement. 
Merryn’s research explores perceptions of 
science, and of those communicating their 
science. Diversity of disciplines and ideas is 
important in a society, but only if they are 
given equal visibility and voice. Her work aims 
to contribute tangible mechanisms to allow 
that diversity to flourish. 
Merryn believes that communication is an 
essential part of the scientific process and can 
create change which benefits us all.

DAN HIKUROA @DanHikuroa

Dan is Senior Lecturer, Māori Studies, Te 
Wananga o Waipapa, University of Auckland 
and a Principal Investigator for Ngā Pae o 
te Māramatanga and Te Pūnaha Matatini 
National Centres of Research Excellence.
From 2011 to 2016 he was the Research 
Director at Ngā Pae o te Māramatanga, New 
Zealand’s Māori Centre of Research Excellence
He is an established world expert on 
integrating indigenous knowledge and 
science and has undertaken many projects 
including co-writing the 2014 State of the 
Hauraki Gulf Environment Report, geothermal 
developments, planning river and catchment 
restorations, co-writing iwi environmental 
management plans, Independent Review Panel 
member of Sea-Change Tai Timu Tai Pari 
marine spatial planning for the Hauraki Gulf.
He is interested in the way science and 
mātauranga are used to realise great outcomes 

and solve challenges facing communities and 
the nation, from flax roots to policy. Dan has 
published on the responsibility of scientists to 
society and is increasingly communicating with 
various audiences through television, radio, 
documentaries, print media and social media 
on kaupapa ranging future of our seas, future 
of food, voice of the river, water and resilience 
to natures challenges.

TZE MING MOK @tzemingdynasty

Tze Ming Mok is writer and socio-political 
commentator. She is an associate of New 
Zealand public policy think-tank The 
Workshop, and a council member of the 
Population Association of New Zealand. She 
previously worked as a researcher for Britain’s 
largest independent social research institute 
NatCen, and in policy for the NZ Ministry of 
Social Development. 
Tze Ming Mok was worked in media and 
communications for Amnesty International 
and the UN, among others.

WORKSHOP SPEAKERS

ERICA MATHER @matherica

Erica’s passion is to ignite people’s curiosity 
about science and technology by making it easy 
to understand. Erica has a background in both 
research science and science communication, 
and is currently a consultant at Write, helping 
clients across industries to make the complex 
clear.  

KATHRYN REEVES @kathrynspybaby     
Kathryn enables people to articulate their 
ideas and achieve their goals through clear, 
compelling communication. She’s a consultant 
and product developer at Write, holds an 
honours degree in English, and has expertise 
in content strategy, training and coaching, 
business writing, and information design.

PANEL SPEAKERS

LYNDA CHANWAI-EARLE  
@LyndaChanwaiEar

Lynda is a fourth-generation Chinese New 
Zealander with a background in the arts and 
public broadcasting.
From her debut poetry collection Honeypants 
in 1994 to her controversial 2016 play Man 
in a Suitcase, Lynda’s award-winning poems 
and plays have been published, produced and 
toured in national festivals and abroad.
Currently Researcher for the Asia New Zealand 
Foundation’s Asia Media Centre, Lynda’s work 
as a documentary maker and Podcast Producer 
in public broadcasting spans almost two 
decades. This includes being a journalist for the 
television programme Asia Down Under and 
a long-term features producer and presenter 
of Voices at RNZ, which focuses on sharing 
stories from local-born and immigrant ethnic 
minority communities in New Zealand.

KIM BAKER WILSON @kimbakerwilson

Kim is a senior member of TVNZ’s newsroom, 
charged with planning and coordinating news 
coverage and helping to shape what people see 
and hear.
Previously Kim was News Director at NZME 
radio guiding and mentoring journalists, a 
senior reporter and producer for Radio New 
Zealand and Sky News, and a founding staffer 
at RadioLIVE.

CARMEN PARAHI @CarmenParahi

Carmen (Ngāti Kahungunu, Ngāti 
Hine, Rongowhakaata) is the National 
Correspondent at Stuff, where she covers social 
and Māori issues.
Since 2001, Carmen has worked her way from 
print to television, with stories being featured 
on Marae, One News, 3 News, Campbell Live, 
Te Karere, Te Kāea and Native Affairs, at which 
she was Producer before joining Stuff. 
Carmen has also worked at APTN (Aboriginal 
Peoples TV Network) in Canada, and taken 
trips to Australia, Europe, Japan, and Fiji 
during the Bainimarama military regime to 
report on Indigenous and social issues there.

DAVID ROBIE @DavidRobie

David is a professor of journalism and 
communication studies at AUT and the 
founding director of the Pacific Media Centre, 
an initiative seeking to stimulate research 
into contemporary Māori, Pasifika and ethnic 
diversity media and culture production.
David has spent more than two decades as 
an award-winning journalist covering the 
Asia-Pacific region, reporting on post-colonial 
coups, Indigenous struggles for independence, 
and environmental and developmental issues.
He is now editor of the Pacific Journalism 
Review (PJR) – the only research journal to 
investigate media issues in the South Pacific, 
Asia-Pacific, Australia and New Zealand – 
and publishes the high profile Asia Pacific 
Report. He also manages Pacific Media Watch, 
a digital research of daily dispatches about 
Pacific journalism and media, ethics, and 
professionalism.

HENRIETTA BOLLINGER @ettainc

Henrietta (Etta) is a writer and disability 
advocate. She has written plays and poems 
for many years, with her most recent play, 26 
Cats Destroy the Patriarchy, being featured for 
Fringe 2017. She uses her writing to inspire 
people to think differently about disability, 
through representing people beyond the 
stereotypes.
Etta also has a background in sociology and 
in 2014 she carried out research investigating 
the experience of young disabled people 
in sexuality education. She applies her 
sociological knowledge to her writing by 
exploring the complexities of people via her 
characters, and revealing the possibilities that 
open when these people are understood. 


